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Slot Canyons of Arizona: the worldôs most underrated natural wonder?
This entry was posted on Sunday, November 1st, 2009 at 11:33

It looks like nothing from ground level. A crack in the desert floor by a desolate car park, with a tatty sign 

directing from off the highway. You are greeted by the caretakers who will only allow visitors into the canyon if 

there are no potential risks of flash floods.

Lower Antelope Canyon from ground level

The safety concerns are closely followed ever since a tragedy in Lower Antelope Canyon where 11 tourists 

drowned in a flash flood when storm water higher up the system came gushing through without warning. There 

are now sophisticated alert systems in place to avoid a recurrence.

The Grand Canyon is surely one of the most famous and instantly recognisable natural wonders of the 

world. Yet surprisingly few people are aware that just over an hourôs drive from the Grand Canyon, not 

far from the crowds of the South Rim, is a natural wonder that rivals the beauty of the Grand Canyon 

and is truly unique.

Even in the town of Page the canyons are barely promoted, with the entire marketing effort being 

directed at the water based activities on Lake Powell.

Perhaps it is because the slot canyons are located on Navajo land and the city has left the Navajo 

people to conduct their own PR. I just donôt know. But given the impressiveness of the site I am amazed 

that most Americans are unaware of this place. For goodness sake, even being used as a location for a 

Britney Spears video has failed to raise the profile of these wonders!
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A truly amazing place to visit, these canyons are living proof of the fact that some of the most spectacular natural wonders can still exist in almost 

complete obscurity.

The canyons are popular spots for photographers, as the colour of the rocks changes with almost every passing 

minute as the sun illuminates another section of the canyon. Many parts of the canyons only receive direct 

sunlight for a few minutes in a day, and at those moments an eerie shaft of light throws a beam onto a rock, 

temporarily transforming it from a dull pink to a bright and vivid orange colour. The professional cameramen who 

are semi-resident in the canyons know exactly where and when a sunbeam will appear, so if you are nice to 

them you will be able to catch the perfect picture.

Getting through Lower Antelope Canyon takes no more than 20 minutes, but you will no doubt choose to linger 

and admire its beauty. The walk is easy, although we did find a lot of standing water that came up well over the 

ankles, so a pair of flip-flops can be more advisable than hiking boots.

While you are able to wander through the lower canyon alone, there are restrictions on when and how many can 

pass through Upper Antelope Canyon. It is a higher system, and while it is a very easy walk through with no 

scrambling or water, it is a little less exciting to explore, especially as you have to enter with a group at a set 

time. Upper Antelope Canyon does however have the single best known location in the canyon system, and the 

tour times are scheduled to catch the light at exactly the right time for ñtheò picture ïthe one I managed at the 

top of the post.

On paying a modest entry fee at Lower Antelope Canyon, you are then left to your own devices to enter and explore. From above there is no clue 

as to the marvels that lie hidden in the canyon. Only a fissure running through the rocks betrays the presence of something to explore.Yet as soon 

as you descend down the small staircase, it is as if you have stepped into another world.
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Traveling solo offers a unique opportunity to discover the 

world as well as oneself. As publisher of Solo Traveler 

[http://solotravelerblog.com], Janice offers solo travel 

stories, tips, safety advice and destination ideas. 

A professional writer and entrepreneur, she is co-founder 

of the Global Bloggers Network 

[http://globalbloggersnetwork.com], an online service for 

travel bloggers.
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